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Toward innovation-driven growth: innovation systems and policies in EU member states of Central
Eastern Europe
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung
September 2023 - March 2024
In this follow-up study building upon prior analyses of a new growth model for EU-CEE countries, our objectives are
fivefold: (1) To explain in accessible terms the types of innovation systems and policies that foster the development
of domestic innovation capabilities, drawing on global best practice. (2) To conduct a critical evaluation of the
current innovation landscape in EU-CEE countries, considering the impacts of ongoing green and digital
megatrends. (3) To assess the strengths and weaknesses of innovation policies within EU-CEE countries,
encompassing both national initiatives and opportunities stemming from EU industrial and technology policy
frameworks. (4) To formulate a set of actionable policy recommendations aimed at fostering innovation-driven
growth in the EU-CEE countries, thereby increasing productivity and resource efficiency. These recommendations
will be tailored to the medium-term timeframe and take into account the political and historical context of the EU-
CEE countries. (5) To tailor the findings of the study to the specific development needs and opportunities of each
country through the preparation of country-specific briefing notes, while remaining mindful of the common
challenges and opportunities across the EU-CEE region.

New EU own resources: possibilities and limitations of steering effects and sectoral policy co-benefits
European Parliament
March 2021 - August 2021
The European Parliament had demanded a more autonomous budget financed by own resources which are linked to
policy goals.The purpose of this study was to prepare the European Parliament’s Committee on Budgets for making
recommendations ahead of the Commission legislative proposals and to analyse the proposals submitted by the
Commission and preparing the committee for adopting an opinion. The first stage analysed each of the four new
own resources to be proposed in June 2021. The second stage of the study dealt with several aspects related to the
implementation of the roadmap stipulated in the interinstitutional agreement. wiiw contibuted to this study as a
subcontractor of Blomeyer&Sanz and in cooperation with WIFO.

A new growth model in EU-CEE
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung
August 2020 - May 2021
The eleven EU member states from Central, East, and Southeast Europe (EU-CEE) have undergone three decades of
transition to market capitalism and con¬vergence with Western Europe. There have been many successes and
challenges, and the level of economic and social development varies widely across the region. The study finds that
the convergence process, especially for the more advanced countries, has slowed since 2007 and that the current
growth model may well be reaching its limit. The authors find that it will take decades for EU-CEE’s more developed
countries to halve the remaining gap to Germany and other rich countries in Western Europe. This implies that it is
high time to think about a new growth model for the region. The study outlines the main priorities for a strategic
transition to a new growth model of EU-CEE and shows substantial opportunities in a greener, digitised, automated
world.
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