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VI.  WAGES AND PRICES 1. Wages and social benefits 253 

Table VI/1.6 

Bulgaria: Wages and social benefits 
(current prices, real growth rates) 

Database 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004*
label

Average monthly gross wages 1) lev
BW11TN Total economy 0.378 1.012 2.047 3.231 4.96 7.60 13.2 127.9 183.3 201.0 224.5 240.0 257.6 273.3 301.5
BW11TS real growth rate in % 2) 5.3 -38.9 5.8 -8.7 -21.7 -5.5 -17.1 -16.6 20.7 6.9 1.3 -0.5 1.5 3.7 -1.9

NACE classification: 
BW1ABN Agriculture, forestry, fishing  . . . . . . 9.5 102.5 154.9 165.0 181.0 185.2 191.8 210.7 222.3
BW1CDEN Industry total . . . . . . 16.0 157.6 211.9 225.0 245.0 254.6 265.1 276.7 300.4
BW1CCN    Mining and quarrying . . . . . . 21.0 209.4 283.5 304.0 368.0 384.4 416.8 430.5 471.8
BW1DDN    Manufacturing . . . . . . 15.2 148.0 193.9 202.0 218.0 226.1 235.6 245.2 268.3
BW1EEN    Electricity, gas and water supply . . . . . . 20.9 222.4 358.2 406.0 412.0 444.1 464.3 511.4 536.8
BW1FFN Construction . . . . . . 14.6 113.1 172.6 203.0 204.0 213.0 215.0 232.3 248.6
BW1GGN Wholesale, retail trade, repair motor veh. . . . . . . 10.6 89.6 131.5 151.0 158.0 167.0 180.0 201.1 234.9
BW1HHN Hotels and restaurants . . . . . . 10.7 94.9 125.7 147.0 140.0 150.0 155.0 162.3 206.4
BW1IIN Transport, storage and communications . . . . . . 16.3 163.4 222.6 249.0 271.0 294.0 310.0 342.3 373.8
BW1JJN Financial intermediation . . . . . . 24.2 204.4 308.1 361.0 442.0 510.0 553.0 625.7 682.2
BW1KKN Real estate, renting & business activities . . . . . . 11.0 106.8 161.1 180.0 213.0 228.0 240.0 248.8 275.5
BW1LLN Public admin., defence, compuls.soc.sec. . . . . . . 11.5 115.7 209.6 243.0 305.0 336.0 395.0 431.8 472.7
BW1MMN Education . . . . . . 9.1 91.7 149.0 171.0 213.0 232.0 269.0 297.3 322.8
BW1NNN Health and social work . . . . . . 8.9 87.5 142.9 156.0 190.0 218.0 255.0 297.3 337.0
BW1OON Oth. community, social & personal serv. . . . . . . 8.1 78.1 126.7 147.0 187.0 209.0 227.0 193.7 210.4

Social benefits lev
Monthly pension, average 

BW41CN Total, all recipients 3) 0.140 0.430 0.684 1.111 1.75 2.42 4.2 37.3 62.1 66.9 86.4 92.4 102.3 110.7 125.0
BW42CN Old-age 4) 0.140 0.175 0.688 1.113 1.75 2.42 4.3 40.0 62.4 67.4 84.0 90.0 99.0 107.0 .
BW46CN Individ. farmers, agricultural co-operat. 4) 0.104 0.138 0.584 0.986 1.53 2.16 3.6 34.1 47.4 49.0 50.3 52.8 56.6 61.4 .

Unemployment benefits 
BW511N Benefits paid total, BGN mn 5) . 0.722 1.230 2.397 2.66 2.85 4.2 47.6 62.1 110.7 164.6 156.2 . . .
BW51RA Recipients, 1000 pers., average 6) . . 165.2 174.1 167.5 151.4 140.2 187.7 122.0 146.0 185.6 161.9 136.5 107.4 87.4
BW51CN Benefits per person per month, avg. 7) . . 0.621 1.148 1.32 1.59 2.5 21.1 42.4 63.2 73.9 80.4 . . 100.3

Notes: 1) Up to 1995 public sector only; growth rate in 1996 refers to public sector.
2) In 1990 net wages.
3) From 1991 including compensation payments.
4) From 1992 including compensation payments.
5) Up to 1993 including unemployment grants.
6) Up to 1998 wiiw estimate.
7) Up to 2001 wiiw estimate.


